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The Beijing Swift
（Apus apus pekinensis）

北京⾬燕
Běijīng yǔyàn



History
• Moved in to the city in the 1400s when the

original city walls were built

• Cultural connection with Beijingers

• Robert Swinhoe first described the

pekinensis subspecies in 1870

swift emblem
from tomb dates
back c3,000 years



beijing swift nest sites





Tiananmen Square



Summer Palace



‘backpack’

• 31 Geolocators fitted to Beijing Swifts at the Summer Palace

• Tiny ‘backpacks’ store, but not transmit, data

• Team of scientists and volunteers from all walks of life

Tracking the Beijing Swift
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Swift boxes at the international
school of beijing





China SOHO









Chinese school
textbook



Zu Chong， BTV Presenter



Our Pledge for Nature

Embassies and their grounds can be important refuges for urban wildlife. In

recognition of the global biodiversity crisis, the Global Biodiversity Framework

agreed at COP15 in 2022, and the importance of contributions from all sectors of

society we, as ambassadors in Beijing, intend to support nature. Our Embassies

will make choices that advance biodiversity. For example, we will seek to:

• Undertake an audit of the wildlife in the grounds of the embassy and other

diplomatic premises at least once in each season of the year

• Keep records of wildlife sightings

• When planting, choose native species of tree, shrubs and other plants. We

will also assess the plant species already on the embassy grounds and, where

practical, over time remove non-native species

• Take at least two of the following measures to support wildlife:

• Reduce and, as far as possible, eliminate the use of pesticides.

• Allocate an area (for example, 10% of the overall area) that can be kept

‘wild’ with minimal management and erect signage explaining this to

residents and visitors;

• Make and erect nest boxes for birds and/or insect hotels;

• Help to reduce the risk of bird collisions with glass by using bird-safe

glass, ultraviolet patterns or other mitigation measures.

• Promote awareness among diplomatic staff about biodiversity,

including information about urban wildlife that can be found in Beijing,

and the actions the embassy is taking to support nature.

• Nominate a point of contact responsible for this initiative who can report to

the network on the actions of the embassy, arrange the audits and report

records of wildlife.

The Ambassadors for Nature initiative

Members: New Zealand, Belgium, Cambodia, Canada, Croatia, Finland,
France, Germany, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Norway, Peru,
Romania, Singapore, Slovenia, Switzerland, United Kingdom, the United States
of America, Uruguay and the United Nations.





Employee: ask your CEO what
the company is doing to
understand and minimise its
impact on nature.

Student: ask your
headteacher to help manage
the campus in a way that is
more friendly for nature.

Community with a green
space: speak to management
about supporting nature



China’s environmental awakening
since 2014

•Creation of a National park system

•Strengthening of wildlife conservation and environmental protection
laws, plus new dedicated wetland protection law

• Ban on coastal wetland reclamation in the yellow sea and inscription of
most important remaining sites as world heritage sites

•Ecological red line policy

•Presidency of un convention on Biological diversity and overseeing new
kunming-montreal global biodiversity framework

•More than 100 birdwatching societies in 2022 (up from 3 in 2000)

•Trialling Gross Environmental Product (GEP) at provincial level







Thank you!
Grazie!


