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THE BEIJING SWIFT
(APUS ANPUS PEKINENSIS)
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HISTORY

NMOVED IN TO THE CITY IN THE 1400§ WHEN THE
ORIGINAL CITY WALLS WeERE BUILT

CULTURAL CONNECTION WITH BEI)JINGERS
ROBERT SWINHOE FIRST DESCRIBED THE

PEKINENSIS SUBSPECIES IN 1870
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SWIFT EeMBLEM
FROM TOMB DATES
BACK C3,000 YEARS
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TRACKING THE BEIJING SWIFT

‘BACKPACK'

31 GEOLOCATORS FITTED TO BEIJING SWIFTS AT THE SUMMER PALACE
e TINY ‘BACKPACKS” STORE, BUT NOT TRANSMIT, DATA
e TEAM OF SCIENTISTS AND VOLUNTEERS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE
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Swifts migrate from Beijing to southern
Afmica without ].’ll]:fll'}'..

China Focus: Beijing swifts’ epic, non-stop
migration revealed
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A 30,000-km journey by Apus apus pekinensis
tracks arid lands between northern China and
south-western Africa
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China Focus: Beijing swift, cuckoo could be
"ambassadors” for BRI ecological
cooperation: expert

Source: Xinhua | 2019-04-14 16:54:24 | Editor: Yamei
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BEIJING, April 11 (Xinhua) -- The Beijing swift and Beijing cuckoo should be "ambassadors”
of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to represent the importance of the ecological and
environmental cooperation on regional and global scales, proposed Terry Townshend, a

British environmental law expert and conservationist.

These birds, well-known and considered "ordinary" in China, migrate along the Belt and
Road from East Asia to spend winters in southern Africa and fly back to Beijing in spring

year after year.

"The BRI could be a wonderful opportunity to consider the migratory routes of birds and to
encourage protection of these routes and key habitats,” said Townshend, who founded
Birding Beijing, a web portal for birdwatchers and anti-poaching volunteers in China and

overseas.







SWIFT BOXES AT THE INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL OF BEIJING
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CHINESE SCHOOL
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Our Pledge for Nature

Embassies and their grounds can be important refuges for urban wildlife. In
recognition of the global biodiversity crisis, the Global Biodiversity Framework
agreed at COP15 in 2022, and the importance of contributions from all sectors of
society we, as ambassadors in Beijing, intend to support nature. Our Embassies
will make choices that advance biodiversity. For example, we will seek to:

Undertake an audit of the wildlife in the grounds of the embassy and other
diplomatic premises at least once in each season of the year
Keep records of wildlife sightings
When planting, choose native species of tree, shrubs and other plants. We
will also assess the plant species already on the embassy grounds and, where
practical, over time remove non-native species
Take at least two of the following measures to support wildlife:
e Reduce and, as far as possible, eliminate the use of pesticides.
e Allocate an area (for example, 10% of the overall area) that can be kept
‘wild” with minimal management and erect signage explaining this to
residents and visitors;
Make and erect nest boxes for birds and/or insect hotels;
Help to reduce the risk of bird collisions with glass by using bird-safe
glass, ultraviolet patterns or other mitigation measures.
ey . | N O Ty st o SRR PP N i - Promote awareness among diplomatic staff about biodiversity,
v ML) ‘ including information about urban wildlife that can be found in Beijing,
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2 T i e %;é;?ﬁ;?: : w ,@w S i DR 2 -',,R e ; ‘2 AR s and the actions the embassy is taking to support nature.
: T QR A e ‘g(,&."t;:‘f,;"’ " ¢ ;{,‘g}f;:g,. ; “"m e Jwﬁ‘?& e Q N B SRR SU »"’;é*.‘k}?‘; Wk Nominate a point of contact responsible for this initiative who can report to

the network on the actions of the embassy, arrange the audits and report
records of wildlife.
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STUDENT: ASK YOUKR
HEADTEACHER TO HELP MANACGE
THE CAMPUS IN AN WAY THAT IS
MORE FRIENDLY FOR NATUKCE.

COMMUNITY WITH A GREEN
SPACE: SPEAK TO MANAGEMENT
ABOUT SUPPORITING NATURE

EMPLOYEE: ASK YOUR CEO WHAT
THE COMPANY I§ DOING TO
UNDERSTAND AND MINIMISE ITS
IMPACT ON NATUKE.




CHINA'S ENVIRONMENTAL AWAKENING
SINCE 2014

- CREATION OF A NATIONAL PARK §YSTEM

-STRENGTHENING OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
LAWS, PLUS NeEW DEDICATED WETLAND PROTECTION LAW

- BAN ON COASTAL WETLAND RECLAMATION IN THE YELLOW SEA AND INSCRIPTION OF
MOST IMPORIANT REMAINING SITES AS WORLD HERITAGE SITES

-CCOLOGICAL RED LINE POLICY

-PRESIDENCY OF UN CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AND OVERSECING NeW
KUNMING-MONTREAL GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK

- NMORE THAN 100 BIRDWATCHING SOCIETIES IN 2022 (UP FROM 3 IN 2000)

- TRIALLING GROSS ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCT (GEP) AT PROVINCIAL LeVEL
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THANK YOU!
GRAZICE!




